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most charming fellow in the world. He is twenty
years of age, attended school for a year and a half,
worked in a factory in his ninth year, took part in
his first strike when he was eleven, found himself in
prison at fifteen and has since done splendid and
illegal work in the youth movement. He is brave,
cordial, and full of good-will. But he is only a big
child without any authority or military understand-
ing. That our men are brave individually was
conclusively proved at Naval Perral and on other
occasions. But bravery is not enough. Most of
them are like big children who never look ahead ;
and, moreover, they are such Anarchists at heart and
so anti-militaristic that they view with mistrust any
attempt to introduce more military discipline in the
army. In this respect, the political commissars are
doing good work, and a more rigid conception of
unity of command has now also begun to be intro-
duced, but we are still a very long way from con-
stituting a real modern army. To cap it all, our
company at Getafe had just been brought up to
strength with the help of a large number of fresh
volunteers from the villages, who came under fire
for the first time.

We received our marching orders at eight o'clock
in the evening and until two in the morning there
was singing and laughter as if we were setting out
on some festive occasion. I must add that on such